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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE DATED JULY 26, 1977 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE, ENTITLED "THE PRESIDENT S MOVE ON 
RHODESIA" APPEARED IN THE JULY 26 WASHINGTON POST: 

2. MR. CARTER TOOK A SIZEABLE AND PERHAPS UNNECESSARY RISK 
IN DECIDING, BARELY A DAY BEFORE THE BRITISH FOREIGN SECRE- 
TARY ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON, TO IDENTIFY HIMSELF PERSONALLY 
WITH THE QUEST FOR A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA. 

PRESUMABLY THE PRESIDENT DECIDED TO RECEIVE DR. DAVID OWEN, 

AT A WHITE HOUSE MEETING THAT PHOTOGRAPHERS WERE INVITED 
TO MEMORIALIZE, TO DEMONSTRATE HIS COMMITMENT TO BLACK 
LIBERATION. BUT IT IS NOT READILY UNDERSTANDABLE WHY THIS 
NEEDS TO BE DEMONSTRATED RIGHT AT THIS MOMENT, WHEN THE 
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SITUATION IN RHODESIA COULD HARDLY BE MORE PRECARIOUS AND 
THE ODDS ON THE PRESIDENT'S BEING ABLE TO INFLUENCE EVENTS 
CONSTRUCTIVELY COULD HARDLY BE LESS PROMISING; IT IS NOT, 

AFTER ALL, AS IF THE PRESIDENT AND HIS DESIGNATED "POINT 
MAN" FOR AFRICA. AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG, HAD NOT BEEN 
TRUMPETING THEIR COMMITMENT TO BLACK-MAJORITY RULE ON THE 
CONTINENT. IN THE MEANTIME, DIPLOMATS FAR MORE FAMILIAR 
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WITH AFRICA THAN EITHER THE PRESIDENT OR MR. YOUNG HAVE 
BEEN-AND STILL ARE, FOR THAT MATTER-AT WORK ON THE PROBLEM. 

THE SITUATION ON THE GROUND IN RHODESIA IS BAD AND DISIN- 
TEGRATING. WHILE IT IS UNCLEAR WHAT THE PRESIDENT CAN 
ADD. WHAT HE CAN LOSE IS ALL TOO OBVIOUS. IT SEEMS A 
CURIOUS WAY TO SQUANDER THE MOST PRECIOUS OF ASSETS IN 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT-PRESIDENTIAL ATTENTION AND PRESTIGE. 

THE WEEKEND DISCUSSIONS APPEAR TO HAVE DONE MORE THAN PUT 
MR. CARTER S WEIGHT ONTO THE DIPLOMATIC SCALES. THE TALKS 
EVIDENTLY MARKED AN END TO THE PREVIOUS POLICY OF SEARCH- 
ING FOR COMMON GROUND BETWEEN RHODESIAN WHITES AND THEIR 
VARIOUS BLACK CHALLENGERS, AND THE ONSET OF A NEW POLICY 
OF DRAFTING A BRITISH- AMERICAN PLAN-TO BE REVEALED AND 
IMPLEMENTED IN FAIRLY SHORT ORDER-MEANT TO PRODUCE A 
CONSTITUTIONAL SETTLEMENT. 

THE PREMISE OF THE PLAN IS THAT IT SHOULD SATISFY THE 
CONTENDING FORCES IN RHODESIA/ZIMBABWE. IF-A BIG IF- 
THOSE FORCES CAN SEE THEIR WAY TO STATESMANSHIP. SO FAR 
IT HAS NOT PROVED POSSIBLE TO FIT TOGETHER THE BLACKS' 
DEMAND FOR POWER (SOME WANT IT BY THE GUN. OTHERS BY THE 
BALLOT BOX) AND THE WHITES' DEMAND FOR PHYSICAL AND 
ECONOMIC GUARANTEES UNDER BLACK MAJORITY RULE. IN ANY 
EVENT, IT IS EXPECTED THAT WORLD OPINION WILL RECOGNIZE 
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THE FAIRNESS OF THE NEW PLAN AND WILL HELP GAIN A HEARING 
FOR IT ON BOTH SIDES OF THE LINE. ANY RESEMBLANCE OF 
THIS APPROACH TO THAT TAKEN BY PRESIDENT CARTER IN THE 
MIDEAST IS. WE GATHER. HARDLY COINCIDENTAL. 

WHETHER THE GUERRILLAS, AND THE NATIONALIST POLITICIANS 
TRYING TO RIDE THEM TO POWER, WILL SLOW DOWN ON ACCOUNT 
OF THE NEW CARTER INITIATIVE IS UNCERTAIN. THEY WILL HAVE 
TO PLACE A HIGHER VALUE THAN THEY NOW APPEARTO ON THE 
PRESERVATION OF THE ECONOMIC PLANT AND THE PROSPECTS FOR 
HARMONY AND PROGRESS IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY. BUT UNQUES- 
TIONABLY THE HARDER CHOICE FALLS ON IAN SMITH, WHO HAS 
CALLED LIMITED-FRANCHISE ELECTIONS FOR AUG. 31 TO BEAT 
BACK A CHALLENGE FROM THE RIGHT WITHIN HIS OWN PARTY. 

IF HE FAILS TO WIN A MANDATE, IT'S ALMOST CERTAINLY ALL 
OVER FOR THE WHITES IN RHODESIA. IF HE WINS, HE HAS AN 
OPPORTUNITY-GRANTED, NOT A BIG ONE-TO GIVE A LEASE ON LIFE 
TO A WHITE COMMUNITY THAT, FOR ALL ITS MISTAKES AND WEAK- 
NESSES, STILL HAS A CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE TO THE NEW 
ZIMBABWE. VANCE 
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